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Summary:

The 2016 Ray Pahl Fellowship has allowed me valuable time to focus on consolidating the work done for my PhD and preparing material for publication. In the course of the year, I was able to finalise publication of one journal article and one chapter in an edited volume. I have also submitted a book proposal based on the PhD research to a publisher for review, and have a second paper near completion. I have participated in one international and two national conferences, and have presented work at several seminars and guest lectures. Full details for each of these outputs are provided below. 

The African Centre for Cities at UCT has been an exceptionally productive and collegial space to work from. The benefits of the Ray Pahl Fellowship have not only been the availability of space and facilities for writing: as important, if not more so, has been the opportunity to present my work in an environment that is both supportive and intellectually challenging. It has been particularly refreshing to be based in a space that is taking the challenges of decolonizing teaching curricula and research agendas seriously, and to be able to engage in regular conversations about these and other issues of hierarchy and power in the academy. 

The experience and connections made through the fellowship have enabled me to stay on at the ACC for 2017, with funding from two related UK-based projects on histories and representations of urban risk in the global South. I am currently applying for research and teaching posts at various South African universities for 2018, and am also working on some small freelance research projects for a London-based filmmaker and a heritage consultancy based in Cape Town. 


Publications and submissions:


Roux, Naomi (2017). ‘A House For Dead People: Memory and spatial transformation in Red Location’. Social & Cultural Geography. (awaiting issue assignment, available online). DOI  10.1080/14649365.2017.1280614 

Roux, Naomi (forthcoming 2017) ‘Mandela’s Walk and Biko’s Ghosts: public art and the politics of memory’. In Miller, K. and Schmahmann, B. (eds.), Bronze Warriors and Plastic Presidents: Public Art in South Africa, 1999 – 2015. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

Roux, Naomi (2016). ‘Review: Open City Lagos’. Book review. UrbanAfrica.net, African Centre for Cities. Available at https://www.urbanafrica.net/review/review-open-city-lagos/. 


Book proposal: The Archival City: memory and urban transformation in South Africa. Currently under review with Manchester University Press. 

In development: ‘Double vision and suspended conversations: reconstituting landscapes of memory in South African cities’. Intended for submission to Journal of Southern African Studies.


Conferences, seminars and presentations:

September 15 2016: University of Stellenbosch, English Department Research Seminar. Paper presented: Memory and urban transformation in Port Elizabeth.
August 4 2016: Bachelor of Fine Art guest lecture to second year students, University of Cape Town. Space, place and heritage: the Red Location Museum. 
June 14-17 2016: Performing Painful Pasts, Department of Culture and Aesthetics, University of Stockholm. Paper presented: ‘We are the dying hearts’: political activism and performative memorial practices in South Africa. 
May 18 2016: African Centre for Cities seminar. Paper presented: ‘A House For Dead People’: memory and urban transformation in Red Location.
May 16-17 2016: Counting Culture: Inaugural conference, South African Cultural Observatory, Nelson Mandela Bay. Paper presented: ‘A House For Dead People’: memory and urban transformation in Red Location.
March 17-19 2016: South African City Studies Conference, Durban University of Technology, Durban. Paper presented: Memory and ruination in South African cities.














