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Substantial structural changes in global economies and market influences on cultural tourism have resulted with the expansion of the idea of museum from the boundaries of buildings to historic urban areas initiating extensive regeneration. At present, almost every aspect of culture both tangible and intangible are exhibited in museums; most of the abandoned historic buildings are transformed into museums, and historic areas are converted to open air museums comprising even inhabitants themselves. Identified as musealisation; particular aspects of the urban areas are signified, conserved and presented intentionally making certain characteristics visible; while eliminating or even destructing the others. Besides; the process results mostly in sterilisation, manipulation, and the distortion of meanings embedded to museal entities and threatens everyday life. In this context, the thesis aims to conceptualise and build a discourse on musealisation so as to provide a perspective for assessing the strategies of musealisation and their impacts in the urban context. Springing from the notion of musealisation as a two-folded process including both signification and eradication related to the episteme, national politics and cultural policies of different periods; the research focuses on Sultanahmet Archaeological Park in İstanbul’s historic peninsula that has been the major subject of numerous conservation and planning projects mainly aiming musealisation from the 19th century until present.
