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Celebrating
forty years of
critical urban
research

The decision to found a new journal in 1977, first proposed by Manuel Castells to his
colleagues on the Board of ISA Research Committee on the Sociology of Regional and Urban
Development (RC 21) a year or two previously, was the product of several factors and motivations.
From the mid-1960s governments of every political persuasion invested heavily in urban
modernization and funded extensive programmes of policy oriented research. At the same time a
new and growing generation of politically engaged young social scientists, in Western and Eastern
Europe and the USA notably, were being drawn into this work but rejected the uncritical and
ideological basis for much of the pre-existing urban social science.

Out of this there began to develop an international network of critical urban research, much
of it centred on the ISA RC 21 which was formed in the early 1970s. There followed an outpouring of
new work, of conferences and publications. But, as the founders of IJURR recognized, most of this
activity was based in a few countries in Western Europe and predominantly involved sociologists
(developments in radical geography were also occurring but somewhat separately). The hope, and it
was fulfilled, was that a new international journal would eventually draw in a far wider range of
research, academic disciplines and geographies than the RC could encompass. It is also important to
note that from the outset, as my original introduction to issue 1 noted, IJURR welcomed and aimed
to publish the widest possible range of critical work on urban and regional problems. It was not
intended to be the preserve of any particular theoretical or methodological orientation, nor was it.
One other feature which didn’t last deserves mention, at the outset IJURR was a bilingual
publication (English and French).

Many of these aspirations for a truly international and multi-disciplinary journal took years to
achieve and the contents of Volume 1 strongly reflect the, in retrospect, limited concerns and scope
of the ‘new urban sociology’ (as it was loosely termed) of the 1970s. In particular, the state and policy
centred origins of much critical urban research now seems more narrow in scope and focus than it
seemed at the time. Nothing illustrates this more clearly than the opening pages of the first issue: a
debate on urbanism and the state. Other key themes included work on urban social movements and
urban politics, collective consumption, the urban fiscal crisis and capitalist landownership and rent.
As these papers demonstrated IJURR began to drawn in and so promote a more varied (by discipline
and location) and theoretically diverse range of work, as intended.

What was less clear at the time was that by the late 1970s the era (in the West) of steady
economic growth, rapid urbanization, expanding urban programmes and expanding funding for
urban research had already passed. The consequences of all this, in the new era for states,
economies and societies, soon became reflected in the subsequent pages of [JURR.

Michael Harloe
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Editorial statement
Michael Harloe

DeBaTE—Urbanism and the state

Stratification, the relation between states and urban and regional
development

R. E. Pahl

L'analyse marxiste de I'état
Jean Lojkine

Pahl and Lojkine on the state: a comment
Enzo Mingione

Two divergent theories of the state
Richard Child Hill

ARTICLES

Les conditions sociales d’émergence des mouvements sociaux
urbains: a partir d'une enquéte exploratoire sur les luttes urbaines
dans la région parisienne, 1968-73

Manuel Castells

State capitalism and the urban fiscal crisis in the United States
Richard Child Hill

Equipements collectifs et consommation sociale
Edmond Preteceille

URBAN PRAXIS—PRAXIS URBAINE
Economic crisis and oppositional movements in the usa
S. M. Miller

Contradictions urbaines et guerre civile: la destruction du
bidonville de ‘la quarantaine’ a Beyrouth
Micheline Massabni

Marginalité urbaine et mouvements sociaux au mexique: le
mouvement des ‘posesionarios’ dans la Ville de Monterrey
Manuel Castells
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Popular movements and urban alternatives in post-Franco Spain
Jordi Borja

BOOK REVIEWS AND REVIEW ARTICLES— COMPTE RENDUS ET NOTES
CRITIQUES

Monopolville: The economic and political logic of capital
monopolville: Une étape importante dans la recherche
sociologique

Danielle Bleitrach and Alain Chenu

Monopolville: L'entreprise et la ville
Henri Coing

Methodological sectarianism in urban sociology
Patrick Dunleavy
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ARTICLES

Protest and quiescence in urban politics: a critique of some
pluralist and structuralist myths

Patrick Dunleavy

Marxist approaches to the study of urban politics: divergences
among some recent French studies
C. G. Pickvance

L’état et I'urbain: contribution a une analyse matérialiste des
politiques urbaines dans les pays capitalistes développés
Jean Lojkine

On the political economy of urbanization in the Third World: the
case of West Africa
Josef Gugler, William G. Flanagan

La dimension internationale des politiques urbaines dans le Tiers
Monde
Henri Coing

Politique du logement de I'état: exigences du capital et lutte des
classes
Susanna Magri

URBAN PRAXIS—PRAXIS URBAINE
Save our cities
Ruth Jacobs

Playing politics with disaster: the earthquakes of Friuli and Belice

(Italy)
Thomas Angotti

L’enjeu des élections municipales en France
Edmond Preteceille
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COMMENTS
A rejoinder to Mingione and Hill—Réplique a Mingione et Hill
R. E. Pahl

A brief comment on Pahl’s rejoinder—Observations sur la réplique
de Pahl
Richard Child Hill

BooK REVIEWS AND REVIEW ARTICLES— COMPTE RENDUS ET NOTES
CRITIQUES

The '‘Bdias-Frias': rural proletarization and urban marginality in
Brazil

David Goodman

Property development: British and French systems
Alejandrina Catalanco

The crisis, the corporations and the state
Enzo Mingione
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SymposiuM—Property & Rent
and Region Differential rent and the role of landed property
Michael Ball

The analysis of capitalist landownership
Doreen Massey

Surprofits et rentes foncieres dans la ville capitaliste
Christian Topalov

ARTICLE
Political conflict, urban structure, and the fiscal crisis
Roger Friedland

URBAN PRAXIS—PRAXIS URBAINE
Politique du logement et lutte de classes au Chili (1970-75)
Pedro G. Pascal Allend

BoOK REVIEWS AND REVIEW ARTICLES— COMPTE RENDUS ET NOTES
CRITIQUES

The restructuring of industrial space

M. F. Dunford

The British new and expanded towns: hail and farewell?
Meryl Aldridge

Urban problems and urban policies, or merely urban
assumptions?—A review of recent urban research in Australia
Martin Ravallion

'Where ignorant armies clash by night’: the community action
movement
Chris Paris

Sur l'intervention de I'état dans le financement du logement
Didier Cornuel
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