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Abstract:
The Ethiopian state has officially branded itself as a “developmental state” and determined to emulate the development path of East Asian developmental states, such as South Korea and Taiwan. There is an emerging literature that recognises Ethiopian regime as developmentally-oriented state realising long-term economic transformation. One of the development interventions of the Ethiopian state is the inner-city redevelopment in Addis Ababa, which has displaced thousands of people to the periphery. However, there is a gap in the literature relating to how an aspiring African developmental states frame inner-city redevelopment and how their citizens respond to the intervention. To this end, this thesis aims to investigate the framing of inner-city redevelopment by an aspiring developmental state of Ethiopia, and the response of affected residents. The thesis analysed primary qualitative data from interviews and focus group discussions as well as official documents to address the research aim. On the one hand, findings suggest that the aspiring Ethiopian developmental state frames inner-city redevelopment to showcase its developmental narrative, to transfer material concessions in the form of housing and to bring about state control in the inner-city, while at the same time using it facilitate the accumulation of capital by the private sector. On the other hand, inner-city residents attempt to minimise the adverse effect of redevelopment intervention, by adopting confrontational, procedural or manipulative strategies depending on the situation, but also presenting their demands in terms which are broadly supportive of the official development narrative of the state, due to the repressive political environment.
